
 

CRITERIA FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS  
Our Priorities for Funding  
Worthing Community Chest is an independent charity that awards grants to not-for-profit, voluntary and charitable 

projects and organisations based in and serving the people of Worthing.  

 

We fund constituted community groups and small registered charities. In exceptional circumstances, we may 

consider applications from Community Interest Companies (CIC) or Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIO) but 

only after all other applications have been considered. CICs/CIOs will be subject to additional financial scrutiny. We 

do not accept funding applications from businesses, even where the project is not-for-profit or has social aims. 

 

We measure the projects and organisations we fund using the United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(aka the ‘UN Global Goals’) to better understand the impact of the funding we award. 

 

For our larger funds (Grants for Growth) the final decision to award a grant is made by an Appraisal Panel of 

representatives from groups who have recently received an award. The Panel will seek to award projects that meet 

one or more of the following aims:  

●​ improving the community  

●​ promoting social cohesion  

●​ improving the quality of life for underprivileged and disadvantaged members of our community  

●​ promoting inclusion and drawing excluded people into community engagement  

●​ proposing a new or innovative idea for Worthing 

●​ improving or enhancing an existing service for Worthing 

To this end we will:  
●​ treat every application individually, equally and fairly.  

●​ actively encourage and support projects with differing or complex needs, especially from those applying for 

funding for the first time.  

●​ encourage and support the local community by supporting  projects that enhance community life. 

●​ ensure that the money for which we are responsible is spent only on the items it was awarded for.* 

*To ensure this happens, we operate a reimbursement scheme for grants over £750, rather than upfront payment. 
Only in exceptional circumstances are we able to make payment prior to project spend.  

Your application  
●​ You may apply for any amount up to £1,500. 

●​ Your application must primarily benefit people living within Worthing. 

●​ Applications for over £750 will be subject to the timetable determined by our Funding Rounds. 

●​ Applicant organisations must not be in receipt of direct funding from statutory authorities. 

●​ You will need a bank or building society account in the name of your organisation and a process by which two 

unrelated people authorise payments.  
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●​ You will need a set of rules or a constitution and a clear management structure. We can advise new  

organisations with this requirement. 

●​ Your application is more likely to be successful if you can show evidence of “matched funding” for at least 

50% of the amount you request. This can be from other funding sources or can be calculated using the rate of 

£10 per hour for work done by your volunteers. 

●​ We are less likely to fund organisations with an annual income exceeding £100k.  If this applies you will need 

to explain why you require funding.  

●​ We are less likely to fund organisations that have reserves or realisable assets valued at more than twelve 

months of their operating costs. 

●​ We are less likely to fund building maintenance or the general upkeep of property and its environs.  

●​ We are less likely to award funding to applications for rental, insurance or office expenditure but, in 

exceptional circumstances, these can be considered on an individual basis. 

●​ Worthing Community Chest does not fund salaries, professional fees such as accountancy, auditing, legal etc. 

●​ We do not accept applications for activities deemed to be primarily political or religious in nature. Projects 

for which we have awarded funding must not be used to promote political or religious ends. 

●​ We do not accept claims to reimburse expenditure that occurred before the award date. 

If you are successful 
●​ You will have twelve months to claim the funds from the date the grant is awarded. 

●​ Evidence of spend is required for all funds awarded, regardless of grant type. 

●​ Successful applicants become members of Worthing Community Chest for two years from the date of their 

award, with voting rights at our Annual General Meeting. 

●​ Successful applicants are required to provide a representative for our Appraisal Panel, attending one training 

session and a minimum of three Panel meetings within the two years of membership. 

●​ Successful applicants will be required to assist WCC by promoting their award and to support WCC 

fundraising.  

●​ Successful Grants for Growth applicants must leave two years from the date of their award before applying 

for another grant. Applicants will be allowed two successful Grants for Growth applications. Further 

applications are less likely to be successful. 

●​ Failure to comply with the requirements of membership may result in early withdrawal of funding and/or 

rejection of subsequent applications.  

PLEASE NOTE: It may not always be possible to fund all projects that meet these criteria. If the money applied for 
in any funding round exceeds the funds available, the Appraisal Panel shall award grants only to those projects it 
regards as best meeting, or exceeding, the aims listed above 

 

The UN Global Goals 
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